Dear Paul, 8/15/72 

Up oarljr in ti, .e to do some writing before leaving for DV before 7 , got hone to find 
your s/lO . lead it before supper and will skim again. During lunchlesrs lunch hour spoke 
to Lesar and Smith, both of whom referrred to a letter you had written Lesar. Smith said 
that ^in discusses your letv.r and that Smith feels you have grown cold or distant, probably 
as a result of what ho calls a misconception, the belief he used your naterail in a piece 
he wrote for Bud's signature (suggest you freed the reality) for Computers about 6-9 month s 
ago. I suppose I have the drek but I have no good recollection of any thing even there. 

We had a kind of discussion of research and rights in wjich he at least said he agreed 
with me, which would put him in conflict with the clear OTIA record. I don't know what he 
was talking about but I know from what he said it involved the FBI, Re claims the work was 
all his original work, that overlapping, duplications and separate discoveries are inevitable, 
etc. When I consider that with 11 the time Smith has spent at the Arcliiveo, all the copies 
of documents they have obtained, all they have gotten from me, fairly and. unsquare ly, and 
that to this day I can’ t recall a single page of a single CD offered, I have ray own opinions. 

Anyway, you are cold and distant and he thinks you think he is a cro.ic. 

Learn, when you are ahead! 

Jim told me only that you referred to what I had written you about the r Archives 
soliciting interest in your work, which, as I wrote you, iregard as reprehensible, not 
accidental, and overt violation of rcgulationsnas explained to me fry lL hoads personally 
in early 1966. I suspect nay have been singled out, but that you .arc chocking is good. 

Aside: no wonder there is all the thievery when with the whole f......Cl’lA they 

have yet to come up with something after all that honey and time and tin- last concentrations 
(aside from arranging for Jerry B and Dick Sprague to be Cyril's expert consultants) was 
on first explosive bullets (admittedly no reason to believe used and no knowldge of any 
evidence permitting the theorizing they were) and now this business of the LHO alleged 
pistol order (five responses, but he wants to keep his own believ of the name of the mag 
he suspects secret, as though I care-but I have had magazine and publisher connections going 
bad to the late 30s and early 4-Os), what the hell con your seriously expect from them, and 
why the hell spend the time? 

Well, I'm glad your guts are a bit riled, Wfren it gets to your head, 1811 be happier, 
i/jat you disclose, if minor, efrMcally is much worse. You keep after them for this stuuff 
and I don't even ask for it, to they even notify me before they do you? 

You sgey you aresure I'd be unhappy if. the Srchiges rleased the register and didn't 
tell me. I say I'm as sure now as I ever was that you are wrong. I have no write to lOCf/i 
of every paper the government has. I have every right to what 1 ask for, but no more. This 
is not a new principle, and if you'd been following theslightly-reported complaints of 
historians you'd know that nine is the traditional and honorable concept. Aside from this, 
with ne they don t even notify me when they break loose what I've asked for. 1’hey give it 
to another first and have repeatedly. I don't think you'll recall a single letter in which 
1 protested not being told something had been rl&aased when that had been the work of another. 
You've got most of them and have a way of knowing. 

I'm jot going to waste time asking Arch what policy is: I know the practise, know 
what il hoads told me, read the regulations, and they do wha they damned please anyway. 

And I don't know of anyone besides uo they wrote, on your stuff. 

You come close to what I've been trying to get you to understand. There is a vast 
difference between what is made available in the completely normal course of events and 
what was the subject of rejected requests and what was produced by an individual's work. 

It Is only what has fret been refused anyone and what is not an individual's work product 
that can properly be declqssified under whatever convenient fiction and then advertised. 

On the Jclrix- page, the situation Is different. I asked for it probably before you ever 
went to the Archives and I keot after it. I remember even saying I'd accept their censor- 
ship, that all I wanted was the description of the wounds. 

I do appreciate your offer of copies of the register. I would be in no hurry and would 
find it more valuable after you annotate. If you make the same offer to Jim L. I sug est 
you distinguish between a personal offer to Jiia and the CTIA or it will wind up there, as 
some of ny files from Bud's law office did. rankly, I think it a waste to offer it there 
and may lead to the kind of tiling you'd not like. They can't, for exmaple, keep their board 
out of their files. Want Sprague pawing through this? Jin would appear to be the most 
likely, if probably also not offense intending, way Jay legal files got into tho CTIa's files. 
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Remember Atlanta? 

I disagree on the giving of what you call hot stuff. There is a limit to the debasement 
they can expect from the most worn-out whore. Really hot stuff they don't dare give to 
anyone. There is only one thing Lattimer had, for example, that isn't in and wasn't in 
P. very long before he saw anything. Graham is feeling the pressure and they can’t and 
I think don't expect him to be unquestioning always. There is more to this than I want to 
go in 6 t with the differences between us and my weariness fix ter a long day. hut they haven't 
pnlleu everything they had in mind with him and is is not eight months since he had a deal 
set. xf ± give you no details, there is no question of fact, ead it as you will. I know 
ox noboa.y who did anything on this besides me. He had a deal set long before CV was approved, 
when they leabred 1 knew, they twice offered the same deal to me BEFORE okaying CM, and I 
rejected quite pointedly. 

ihe really hoc stuff they don t have. I'm not about to cause any more of it to get 
there, eirher, not with the past and the pain and worry of the .resent. I'll get tilings 
other ways or I'll forgo them. I'V enough on hand for five hard* years of writing without 
doing anything I feel has any chance of hurting. 

I've writemseparately on GD1 1 'jl and what relates, the second letter and the attach- 
ments. Our lettters crossed or I liavenlt gotten around to mailing it. 

Heara from J im on ny "unidentified man" memo. He agrres with uy proposal for no to get 
the Photographic work done, and I can get 4 x 5 s for less than he'd pay a rpo to use 35 . He 
hasn t gone xurther and I dont want him to until he completes 100 >x of the still long 
overdue Ray work, "e is as completely disorganized as ho is great and wall-intended and 
decent, nut I've revised three drafts of what would have required but one if he'd one the 
obvious to oegin with, sit down, talk and outline. So, please let him wrap that up. I told 
hiia bluntly 11 not unpleasantly today when he a, .id he sent me tliis new draft that I 
wouldn't even look at it until he told me he had the last draft, that before final. Re 

alughed and said that sonehomw he hadn't gotten some of ay earlier memos, had after finishing 

this, anu nas to do something a out a number of points. So, Un. roan photos fartherest back 

burner for me unless they ask me to get negs, prints made. I also sug acted that they 

xirst ask for an 8 x 10 glosoly made from the original negs rather than by the copying of 
a rpint. Or negs from the begs. Better work will resuly unless they uo poor copying. 

Knowing you interest and having laid uy own aside long ago, if anything develops I'll 
let you know. x 

I do hope you 11 think this business of standards of research find ethical behavior 
and responsibility through. There are but a couple of us doing any really serious work 
and 1 simply will forgo rather than continue to feed nuts and ambitious crooks. You get 
onto something hot and you 11 learn ..hat d've been telling you. ^est. 



